Running Across Borders at Haile Gebreselassie’s inaugural Every One Awassa Half Marathon

It was a scorching hot weekend, but Running Across Borders nevertheless made a superb showing in the elite section of Haile Gebreselassie’s inaugural “Every One Awassa” 21 km on Sunday, May 2nd.  Haile himself was there to witness our runners and cheer them on as several placed in the top 10, including a second place finish in the mens’ competition.  Tirunesh Dibaba, Paul Tergat, and other of running royalty’s most prestigious names were also present to watch the races and present awards.  In addition to the celebrity presence, hundreds of people lined the streets to cheer and hundreds more participated in the 7-kilometer mass participation fun run.  Energy was high, and our formidable athletes drew on the determination gained from months of training to excel in difficult conditions among very high competition.

The race was at relatively low altitude for RAB, at 1,700 meters, and made use of a moderately flat course.  Nevertheless, it was almost half was on a rocky, narrow trail, and the heat was oppressive so conditions were difficult.  Minda fiercely dueled the race’s winner, a Kenyan, until the very end, but was narrowly bested in a sprint finish.  He finished in an impressive 1:03.14.  Just missing the top ten were RAB’s other male athletes.  Endale, Yared, Aman, Eshetu, and Edao all came in under 1:08.
On the womens’ side, RAB was by far the most successful team with three athletes in the top ten.  Dinkinesh came in at 1:18.19 for fourth place, followed by Saeda in sixth with 1:19.00 and Dunkane in tenth at 1:20.11.  The athletes were pleased with their results, as was coach Melaku who declared the trip a success.  Despite numerous hurdles on race day including vandalism to the team van and road blockages which delayed warm-up, the athletes remained focused during their race.  They enjoyed the course and appreciated the relaxed atmosphere of Awassa and the opportunity to run for their role model Gebreselassie.
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